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CLAIMS 



What is claimed is: 



1. 



A method for provid 



ng a user with Web-based information 
5 associated with program content/viewable on a television, said method 
comprising the steps of: 

a) receiving said progranh content; 

b) receiving a data stream comprising a set of Uniform Resource 
Locators (URLs) identifying W^b sites associated with said program content; 

10 and 

c) selecting from said ^ata stream one or more URLs of particular 
interest to a user; 

wherein said programf content is displayed on said television and Web- 
based information identifieqby said one or more URLs is optionally displayed 
15 on a device other than said television. 



2. The method (as recited in Claim 1 wherein said step c) comprises 
the steps of: 

c1) comparing characteristics describing each of said URLs with a user 
20 profile comprising user-s Decif led characteristics; and 

c2) identifying a qubset of URLs satisfying said user-specified 
characteristics. 
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3. The method as recital 
monitoring URLs selected 



d in Claim 2 further comprising the steps of: 
I; y said user; and 

adding characteristics describing said URLs selected by said user to said 
user profile. 

4. The method as recited in Claim 1 wherein said data stream 



comprising said set of URLs is 



embedded in said program content. 



5. The method as recited in Claim 1 wherein said data stream 



10 comprising said set of URLs is 

6. The method as re 
d) receiving a commanc 
via the Internet. 



leceived from a remote device via the Internet. 



ited in Claim 1 further comprising the step of: 
or performing a function from a remote device 



7. The method as recited in Claim 1 wherein said Web-based 
information comprises Web pages corresponding to said subset of URLs. 

8. In a device comm jnicatively coupled to the Internet, a method for 

based information associated with program content 

rjiethod comprising the steps of: 
identifying program content being received at a 
coupled to the Internet; 



20 providing a user with Web 
viewable on a television, said 

a) receiving information 
television that is communicativ ely 
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b) identifying a set of Unifofm Resource Locators (URLs) for Web sites 
associated with said program corvtent; and 

c) communicating one or more of said URLs to a second device that is 
communicatively coupled to the Internet; 

wherein said program content Is displayed on said television and Web- 
based information associated wiJh said set of URLs Is optionally displayed on a 
device other than said television. 



9: The method as red 
comprises the step of: 

b1 ) selecting from said se 
to a user. 

1 0. The method as reel 
the steps of: 

comparing characteristics 
profile comprising user-specified 



3d in Claim 8 wherein said step b) further 



of URLs a subset of URLs of particular interest 



ed In Claim 9 wherein said step b1) comprises 

describing each of said URLs with a user 
characteristics; and 



Identifying a subset of UR -s satisfying said user-specified characteristics. 



1 1 , The method as reel 
monitoring URLs selected 



ted in Claim 10 further comprising the steps of: 
by said user; and 

adding characteristics despribing said URLs selected by said user to said 
user profile. 
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12. The method as recited 



the step of: 

receiving information identify 
content. 



in Claim 8 wherein said step a) comprises 



ing a channel associated with said program 



13. The method as recite d in Claim 8 wherein said second device is a 



set top box communicatively coup 



led to said television, wherein said URLs 
received by said second device ape communicated to said device other than 
said television. 



14. The method as red 
computer system having a displ 
is optionally displayed on said d 



ed in Claim 8 wherein said second device is a 
,y screen, wherein said Web-based information 
splay screen. 



15. A method for providing Web-based information associated with 
program content viewable on ss id television, said method comprising the steps 
of: 

a) receiving a set of Uniform Resource Locators (URLs) identifying Web 



sites associated with said program content; 



b) selecting one or more 

c) receiving Web-based 



and 



URLs of particular interest to a user; 
information identified by said one or more URLs; 
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d) displaying said W^}-based information; 

wlierein said program content is separately displayed on said television. 

16. The method as recited in Claim 15 wherein said step b) comprises 
the steps of: 

b1) comparing characteHstics describing each of said URLs with a user 
profile comprising user-specified characteristics; and 

b2) identifying a subset pf URLs satisfying said user-specified 
characteristics. 

1 7. The method as recited in Claim 1 6 further comprising the steps of : 
monitoring URLs selecte i by said user; and 
adding characteristics d scribing said URLs selected by said user to said 

user profile. 



18. The method as 
received from said television, 



recited in Claim 15 wherein said set of URLs is 
ivherein said set of URLs are provided to said 



television in a data stream erribedded in said program content. 



19. The method as 



received from a remote devics 



ecited in Claim 15 wherein said set of URLs is 



via the Internet. 



\ 
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20. The method as recited in Claim 1 5 further comprising the step of: 



e) receiving a command for 
via the Internet. 



5 21. The method as red 

information comprises Web pagei 



performing a function from a remote device 



3d in Claim 15 wherein said Web-based 
corresponding to said one or more URLs. 



22. The method as recited in Claim 15 wherein said television is 



communicatively coupled with a 



content viewable on a television 



set top box. 



23. A set top box comjfrising: 
a bus; 

a memory unit coupled tc said bus; and 

a processor coupled to said bus, said processor for executing a method 
for providing a user with Web-b^ed infomiation associated with program 

said method comprising the steps of: 

a) receiving said prograrji content; 

b) receiving a data stream comprising a set of Uniform Resource 
Locators (URLs) identifying Wep sites associated with said program content; 
and 

c) selecting from said da^ stream one or more URLs of particular 
interest to a user; 
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wherein said program content is displayed on said television and Web- 
based information identified by said one or more URLs is optionally displayed 
on a device other than said television. 

24. The set top box Df Claim 23 wherein said step c) of said method 
comprises the steps of: 

c1) comparing characteristics describing each of said URLs with a user 
profile comprising user-specif ed characteristics; and 

c2) identifying a subsejt of URLs satisfying said user-specified 
characteristics. 

25. The set top box jsf Claim 24 wherein said method further 
comprises the steps of: 

monitoring URLs selectied 
adding characteristics 
user profile. 



by said user; and 
describing said URLs selected by said user to said 



26. The set top box 
said set of URLs is embedded 



qf Claim 23 wherein said data stream comprising 
in said program content. 



27. The set top box of Claim 23 wherein said data stream comprising 
said set of URLs is received from a remote device via the Intemet. 
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28. The set top box of Claim 23 wherein said method further 
comprises the step of: 

d) receiving a command for performing a function from a remote device 
via the Internet. 



29. The set top box 



of Claim 23 wherein said Web-based information 



comprises Web pages corres )onding to said subset of URLs. 

30. A computer-usa Die medium having computer-readable program 
code embodied therein for ca jsing a computer system to perform the steps of: 

content viewable on a television; 
b) receiving a data strsam comprising a set of Uniform Resource 
Locators (URLs) identifying Vi/eb sites associated with said program content; 



a) receiving program 



and 

c) selecting from saici 
interest to a user; 

wherein said program 
based information identified 



on a device other than said tslevision 



data stream one or more URLs of particular 

content is displayed on said television and Web- 
said one or more URLs is optionally displayed 



31 . The computer-usable medium of Claim 30 wherein said computer- 
readable program code embopied therein causes a computer system to perform 
the steps of: 
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c1) comparing characteristics describing each of said URLs with a user 

characteristics; and 



profile comprising user-specified 
c2) identifying a subset of 
characteristics. 



URLs satisfying said user-specified 



32. The computer-usabiB medium of Claim 31 wherein said computer- 
readable program code embodied therein causes a computer system to perform 
the steps of: 

monitoring URLs selected by said user; and 

adding characteristics despribing said URLs selected by said user to said 
user profile. 

33. The computer-usat)le medium of Claim 30 wherein said data 
stream comprising said set of U ^Ls is embedded in said program content. 

34. The computer-usable medium of Claim 30 wherein said data 
stream comprising said set of UjRLs is received from a remote device via the 
Internet. 

35. The computer-us£ ble medium of Claim 31 wherein said computer- 
readable program code embodied therein causes a computer system to perform 
the step of: 
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d) receiving a command fqr performing a function from a remote device 
via the Internet. 



36. The computer-usattie medium of Claim 30 wherein said Web- 
based information comprises Web pages corresponding to said subset of URLs. 



37. A set top box comprising: 

means for receiving prolgram content viewable on a television; 

means for receiving a data stream comprising a set of Uniform Resource 
Locators (URLs) identifying Wjeb sites associated with said program content; 
and 

means for selecting froijn said data stream one or more URLs of particular 
interest to a user; 

wherein said program 
based information identified 



on a device other than said \i 



38. The set top box 



Content is displayed on said television and Web- 
said one or more URLs is optionally displayed 
evision. 



by 



of Claim 37 comprising: 
means for comparing characteristics describing each of said URLs with a 
user profile comprising user-specified characteristics; and 

means for identifying a {subset of URLs satisfying said user-specified 
characteristics. 



CSCO-70364/WAZ/JPH 



41 



^ 0^ CONFIDENTIAL 

] 

39. The set top box o Claim 38 further comprising: 

means for monitoring Uf^Ls selected by said user; and 

means for adding characteristics describing said URLs selected by said 



user to said user profile. 



40. The set top box 
said set of URLs is embeddec 



41 . The set top box 



Df Claim 37 wherein said data stream comprising 
in said program content. 



of Claim 37 wherein said data stream comprising 



said set of URLs is received from a remote device via the Iriternet. 



42. The set top box of Claim 37 comprising: 

means for receiving a command for performing a function from a remote 
device via the Internet. 

43. The set top box c f Claim 37 wherein said Web-based information 
comprises Web pages correspsnding to said subset of URLs. 
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